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I saw Muntu perform at an event I was at and even there the performance was powerful. It was only about five dancers and three drummers and they tore the roof off. I could only imagine what it was going to be like attending a full concert. My excitement not only came from wanting to watch the dance company. It was also about seeing how I can relate to this genre or even the culture. As a former member of Folkloric Dance Company, I can really appreciate dance that tells a story about a specific country, race, and or culture. Being Latin American is even better since the continent's culture, especially music and dance, is heavily influenced by Africa. Some of the dances I performed with my old dance company had some traditional African dance movements in them. All of this experience with the African culture and dance made for a great anticipation of the show.

What I really enjoyed was when the women came out with drums. I was surprised. Not that I don't think women can't play the drums, but I just didn't expect it. They blew me away. I mean the guys tore those drums apart too, but the women were working it all over the place to say the least. These women were dancing while playing the drums, executing different formation changes in between, and they didn't loose a beat. The beauty of it was the flow and the energy this choreography had. 
One thing that really surprised me about Muntu is that they did contemporary African-American pieces as well. I wasn't surprised because l thought they couldn't do other genres, I just didn't know. As a matter of fact, after the show l said to my self, what can't they do. I really enjoyed the piece Suite Nina. The piece, like I said caught me off guard. I was like, that the heck. . . Ok. . . “Damn, they do everything'' The dancers were very graceful, strong, and interpretive. After seeing that I didn't know what to expect next.

They way Muntu ended the show, with a swing piece, is up there with the way they opened the show. Muntu started and ended their fall concert with a big bang. The show really captured the essence of the African roots in many different genres of dance. It was much more than just a dance performance. I enjoyed every bit of the show and would recommend Muntu Dance Theatre of Chicago to anyone.
